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SQURCE Yeni Istaubul.

REPORT SOVIETS TC ABANDON ALBANIA

Following Enver Hoxha's trip to Moscow, o Sovie®, general named Guntusev
bas heer sent to Albania. His mission reportedly is to srraightem out, in
ranjuserion with other specialists, rhe rather d1fficulvy situs*tion of the
Soviets 1o Albapia.

According to certain reports, which nave been jmpossible to verify, the
Soviet missiou in Altania bas been ordered to abandon the coun-ry, and some
members, together with their famil:ies. have already re*urued to the USSR, while
the remainier are ready to leave at a moment s noti~¢. It is known definitely
that the families of mwany Soviet officers have lefr Alhamia.

The immediate goal of the Soviets 1s o purge “he army cadres of doubtful
elements, and to this end, many officers and noncommissicned officeis, the
reliability of whose Communism 15 suspected, have been eliminated from the army
or assigned to other units. Still others have been rerired or jailed. Among
the latter are General GJjin Marku, and Colornel Nejip Vintsikan:, Deputy Chief
of Staff., The army is now under the firm cootrol of Soviet specialists. A
purge is also under way within the Albanian Communist Parvy, but no details
have .saked out.

The governmert has begun & campaign against the lncreasing activity of
saboteurs, and special courts have_beern creaved o hand down death sentences,
The courts in Tirana and Koritza LKorce_?.] are espzcially ousy. Agricultural
cooperatives are being looted 2nd destroyed, and factories sabotaged. Resist-
ance sctivities are increasing, especially 1a citles such as Viere, Pogradec,
Vera LBarac_?/ Patos, and Lushuje. .
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